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From the desk. 
We are thankful to be able to tell you about the fine contacts and experiences we’ve had in the past summer 
period. 
If in your church, fellowship, house-meeting or group you would like to hear more about the  many sailors coming  
to our ports from all nations, we would be all too happy to call on you and come to speak  to you about this  work 
in a captivating way. 
 

Rotterdam 1 
Elbert follows God.  

Again and again it is of encouragement to me when I 
meet somebody anew after so many years. In a port as  
big as Rotterdam where daily more than a hundred 
ships arrive, to me this is a miracle and can only be 
explained by the Holy Spirit. 
About four years ago I met Elbert Garcia on a Container 
ship. He was still a rather young believer and didn’t as 
yet have the courage to tell others about his faith. 
During that time I was able to encourage him and be of 
help to him. Two years later I met him again on a much 
smaller Container ship. He had contacted me via 
Facebook. It was great to fellowship with him, 
challenging him to tell his colleagues about the Gospel 
which, as a result of this talk with him, he started to do. 
I have now the privilege to meet him every other week. 
God had led me to his ship once more and it is just great 
to see Elbert growing in his relationship with the Lord 
Jesus. God is working in his life. He doesn't let go of 
him. 

With hearty greetings, 
Felix Henrichs.                                                                          
 
Region IJmuiden 
On a large and very new Cruise ship which Anneke and I were privileged to visit in the Port of Amsterdam, we 
were given all the necessary co-operation of the commanding Officers  which we so needed .We experience 
God's Hand in this, thus being able to reach the 1000 crewmembers with His Word! Every time we come aboard 
we find two tables reserved for us in the crew's  Mess room to lay out the Bibles and literature we have brought 
with us. 
Among the crew are two groups of Christians, mainly Indonesians and Philippinos, being from 80 to a 100 strong. 
They hold the meetings to pray and worship, to sing and to do Bible study. This happens twice a week at midnight, 
after work when the ship is at sea on its way to another port. During this visit  we could make them happy with a 
donated guitar to help them with the singing. 
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Also this Summer we could in fact hand out hundreds of Bibles in different languages including helpful literature 
like CD's with Christian music and DVD's. On this enormous ship where "the world" is having a good time and 

living a life of luxury, you will find that two decks  of 
painted steel lower down, there happens to be a 
fruitful field for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. So many 
men and women come to our tables to see us and 
come for prayer as single persons as well as in 
groups. Amidst the noise of a few hundred Asians 
hurriedly eating their meal, being under the constant 
buzz of the overhead Airco, we call out loud in the 
Name of Jesus. The items we are asked to pray for so 
often move our hearts. It can be for a serious illness 
at home, marriage problems, unfulfilled wishes for a  
child, deep longings to be with their families again. So 
often Anneke and I also have tears in our eyes. 
 
Aboard a British Cruise ship an Electrician comes to 
us and asks us if we still recognize him.  
As for me I only see one of the many Philippino sailors 

standing before me, but my wife Anneke has a good memory and says: "you came to know the Lord last year and 
was baptized here on board in the swimming pool!". Yes, she is right! Our friend tells us that, at that time, we had 

prayed for his wife that she too would come to know 
the Lord. He says: " You are an instrument in God's 
hand because God has answered your prayers. My 
wife has accepted the Lord as her personal Saviour in 
the meantime!”. Thank you dear Lord. 
 
Around noon I climb on board a huge Bulk carrier. 
Anneke can't be with me this time. It does occur at 
times but the Lord has his hand also in these things. In 
the Officers Mess I see a few Philippinos sitting at a 
nicely dressed table and realize it is the Captain and 
his 4 Officers. I introduce myself and explain the 
purpose of my visit at which the Captain invites me to 
his table. An animated conversation starts between us 
as colleagues and like-minded persons. I ask the 
Captain to read Philippians 4: 6 and 7 and then I 
explain the verses. "When you believe in the Lord  
Jesus as your personal Saviour then you can bring 
everything that is on your heart before God's Throne. 
This does not guarantee an immediate solution to your 

problem but what you do get is Gods peace in your heart". 
The men present nod in agreement and the Captain, quite moved, says: "You and your wife are doing what Jesus 
says in the Gospel". Thank you Lord for this confirmation! In the end, as I rise to my feet, I bring my wish forward, 
namely to pray for them. The Captain motions his men that they too must rise. In the circle of my overseas 
brothers , concluding this pleasant gathering, I pray for them all. 
 
While aboard his ship in the IJmuiden port a Russian Third Mate tells us that yesterday he had become the father 
of a daughter. Her name is Darina. We pray for his wife and little daughter. He is so touched by it and goes to tell 
his wife that a Dutch couple had prayed for her and Darina.  
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A still young Polish Captain of a Cargo ship tells me that he only arrived yesterday for a new contract. We pray 
for him in his office. This moves noticeably his heart. Relieved and encouraged he continues on with his 
responsible task to take his ship with its crew and precious cargo safely to North America. 
 

The Christian Fellowship among the crew of a Cruise 
ship are presented with a Keyboard. It is a gift from 
Het Havenlicht  to use in their meetings. Great delight 
and amazement for this unexpected gift. Half of a 
Bulk carriers crew, 12 persons, are going on leave 
tomorrow, including the Captain. Anneke suggests 
we pray for them. The Captain summons all those 
due for leave to come to the Recreation Room. I read 
Psalms 121 ( a traveler’s song) and dwell on it for a 
moment. Then, all standing in a  large circle, we pray 
for a safe journey home to have a nice vacation, also 
mentioning the waiting family-members. We are glad 
that we can keep on doing this work for Him, for it is 
He who enables us to do it, opening doors for us.    
  
 

With friendly greeting, 

Jan & Anneke Best. 
 
Rotterdam 2 
Meetings in the port 

What a surprise to see that, from a group of men one person 
can be seen that reacts enthusiastically to the message that 
Jesus is Lord. You get such an opportunity sometimes, just 
like the one on  the deck of this Oil ship. The greater part of 
the crew is from the Philippines. There was this other time, 
being together with a sailor called Chris. In our talk we 
shared how immense the spiritual riches of God are. We 
also read together in the Word about practical Christian life.  
 
We now go to a Containership. Alexandro the Officer and 
leader of a Bible group, isn’t available to see us now. It is 
good to see the other Philippino seamen again and some 
we recognize. Hilario is both Boatswain and a Christian. 
There is also Domingo, the cook who told me last time he 
sometimes believes and at other time he doesn't.  

He now askes for a Bible for him to read for himself.  
On a Bulk carrier my friend Ivan is due to leave in a few weeks’ time. Being a Bible group leader, he wants to 
leave something behind for the crew. To the people of his group and other sailors he want to present them with 
a Bible. Of course we will be all too happy to bring them aboard for him. Then we can get to know the rest of his 
fellow sailors in the meantime. Ivan asks to pray for him, especially regarding his future.  
 
On another ship a person asks me to wait in the Control room. Then I was asked what I had brought with me this 
time. I showed him an English book titled:  I dared to call Him Father. He decides to read it. It is a true story and 
a testimony in itself. 
I was grateful to see things happening aboard the  ship at such a moment. God is still performing His Works! 
Thank you for your prayers for the sailors about whom you've read in this report. Pray also for us as His witnesses.                         

Wout de Vries. 
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Between the waves.  
News from the Offshore Crane ship. 

Meetings at Rozenburg.( Photo).    
While the Balder was in port at Rozenburg, the SCFS has given 

a number of Bible studies. Things are happening onboard all 4 

ships. While I'm writing this report I don't always know what is 

going on onboard other ships, but on Facebook I can see photos 

of the ships where I myself am not present. On the Balder God is 

being worshipped in the live-music-room.  

On the Bylgia (a tugboat) only a small crew is present and I visited 

it during two hours. That day the Lord led me to the right contact 

person.  

We encouraged one another and I helped him with Gospel material in various languages. 

 

Some months later a lonely Philippine steward was put to work on the Hermod. Now he together with some others 

started up the 7 o’clock meetings again. During that same period a hose reel was badly damaged which brought 

me in contact with the ship's carpenters. some weeks later the painters returned making of our meeting a tri-

lingual event with added musical talent. 

I haven't been onboard  the Aegir for two years, but the Philippine Bibles are still there. A Dutch Engineer, just 

before the ceremony of Neptune onboard the Hermod, chose to become a follower of Christ. Now he is transferred 

to the Aegir in Asia and could collect the Bibles that 

weren't used anymore. 

The Thialf was stationed for a few days close to the 

Hermod. This is far out in the North Sea close to the 

Platform Murchison which the Balder had installed in 

1979. It is now being dismantled after many years of 

faithful service. In the men’s quarters were still many 

Bibles around. To us they were a testimony of the 

people who had left them behind, being also a certain 

treasure to them who had taken them along now. Yes, 

people searched the men's quarters thoroughly on the 

old Platform! 

The large bridges we fixed to this Platform became "bridges of mercy" for meetings. There was a hunger for God's 

Word, but also on the Thyalf. That surprised us. It 

seemed as if no one dared to show their faith to another. 

The Motorman on the Hermod became the Gospel 

messenger when I was on watch and couldn't attend 

the meeting myself. While we doing our rounds as 

watchman on a Platform with water and flames 

everywhere, to cut it in pieces, we brought Bibles, 

Tracts, DVD's, Micro- SD cards and USB sticks to the 

crewmembers of the Thyalf.. There was a particular 

opportunity for a short time of prayer and 

encouragement on the improvised benches in the 

improvised Cafe. But in the meantime it doesn't exist 

anymore. 
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Meetings on the Hermod  

Concerning the quality of the meetings, we stay close to the Word 

and are not afraid to discuss opposing statements, carefully 

studying the context  of the bible verses. I mostly take my 

blessings and inspiration back onboard from my home-church 

and other prayer meetings. It is astonishing however that things 

can happen in reverse. For instance, a subject that we have 

studied onboard and have prayed over, suddenly would come 

back to me and be of inspiration to me in speaking in a meeting 

ashore. Now we can see that God's Word is full of life! 

The Hermod is to be moored up at the Keppel Verolme Yard the 

coming days. It is later to be moved to the Caland Canal area, but 

that will be next year. The crew has been reduced from 280 to a 

mere 80. I am full of expectation what the Lord is going to do.    

Michel Kramers. 
 

Amsterdam 
Lately we meet many sailors coming from so many nations, for instance: from Latvia, Lithuanian, Estonia, Poland, 

Ukraine, Bulgaria, Rumania and Russia. We have 

spoken to many of the seamen and sea women. 

Sometimes when the conversation halted, a 

souvenir bottle ship presented as a token of 

friendship, changed gruffly hearts. We were able to 

reach many with the Word of God.  

Yvonne and I have been on a Portuguese ship with 

a crew mainly from the Philippines and we were 

received with a warm welcome and had a good 

contact with them, especially with the cook. In a 

jesting manner I always say that one always needs 

to stay friends with the cook. This then opens the 

hearts! we also spoke to a member of the crew who 

is in charge of the weekly Bible study onboard. With 

some members we are still in contact.  

Aboard a huge Bulk carrier discharging coal we 

found a complete Philippino crew. With some we could have a heart to heart talk  and in the end prayed for them 

as a group.  

You could see tears coming to their eyes.  

On another ships we met people from Ethiopia, 

Georgia,  Egypt, Denmark, Germany, Serbia, 

Croatia, Belgium, Norway and the Netherlands. To 

the Philippine sailors we were glad to be able to 

hand out some good clothing we had received 

from friends. We could also pass on beautiful 

knitted woolen hats and jumpers, nice coats and 

other warm items, mainly to Philippinos. They are 

always so thankful for these items. 

A hearty thanks for your prayers and other tokens 

of fellowship.            

Theo en Yvonne van Zuilekom. 
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You also can use this free app in more than 6,200 languages, to download on your smartphone and tablet. 
 
 
 
Amsterdam:   Theo van Zuilekom                wthvzuilekom@gmail.com 

                                                                    Yvonne van Zuilekom                       yhvzuilekom@gmail.com  
                                         Robbert Speelman                      r.speelman@me.com 
                                                                    Marien Gijsbertsen                           marchris@solcon.nl  
           Cruise Ships:   Jan Best                                 janbest.sr@gmail.com 
                                        Anneke Best                            annekebest@gmail.com 
                   Jan Gooijer    jan.gooijer@live.nl 
           Rotterdam:     Felix Henrichs                         felix.henrichs@scfs.org 
                                      Wout de Vries                       woutdevries4@gmail.com 
           Beverwijk, IJmuiden:  Jan en Anneke Best   janbest.sr@gmail.com 
           Seafaring:   Michiel Kramers    m.kramers@hotmail.com 
 
           Translations, Wooden Crosses: 
           Bottle Ships:          Gerrit Huisman    ghuisman@live.nl 
           Webmaster:   Tom Hofkamp    tomhofkamp@solcon.nl 
  
           Board 
           Chairman:   Theo van Zuilekom   wthvzuilekom@gmail.com 
           Secretary:    Jan Best                  janbest.sr@gmail.com 
           Treasurer:                Jan Gooijer    jan.gooijer@live.nl 
           General, Addresses:  Wim de Baat     wimdebaat@gmail.com  
 

 
 
           IBAN  NL71INGB0005545299   -   BIC   INGBNL2A  
           ANBI registered under RSIN nr. 816655789     -     C.O.C. nr. 41023812        
             

           Contact:     havenlicht@chello.nl       --       www.havenlicht.com  
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